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NORLA highlights a selection of non-fiction backlist titles 
by some of Norway’s internationally renowned authors:
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	OLE M. HØISTAD: A CULTURAL HISTORY OF THE HEART (HJERTETS KULTURHISTORIE)
 | Cultural history | Spartacus | 249 pages | 2003
This book presents the conception, depiction and representations of the heart from the oldest cultures in the Middle East, Babylonia and Egypt, among the Jews of the Old Testament and Christians of the New. In these cultures the author finds striking similarities and differences, often in opposition to commonly held knowledge. 

     A central thesis in Høystad's book is that language and art create emotions, and that some emotions would 
not have existed if we did not have the words, expressions, or symbols for them. 


Hagen Agency by Eirin Hagen: hagency@online.no | www.hagenagency.no
So far sold to: Argentina, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Korea, Russia, Spain, Sweden, 
Turkey, UK
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	JAN ERIK VOLD (ed.): diaries of Ruth Maier (Ruth maiers dagbok) | Biography 
| Gyldendal | 416 pages | 2007

Ruth Maier (1920-1942) was a precociously gifted Jewish refugee from Vienna who fled to Norway before 
the Second World War, escaping the Nazi terror. On November 26, 1942, Maier was arrested and deported to Auschwitz together with 500 other Jews in Norway. At Auschwitz she was sent directly to the gas chamber.
     The book consists of Ruth Maier's diaries from the age of 12 to the time of her arrest. Her writings show that Maier possessed a great artistic talent at an early age - and bear witness to a passionate character that matured 
as she approached her tragic destiny. "The Diary of Ruth Maier" is the most substantial personal document of 
the Holocaust to be found in Norway, and a personal testimony comparable to that of Anne Frank.

Hagen Agency by Eirin Hagen: hagency@online.no | www.hagenagency.no
So far sold to: Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Sweden, UK
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	ARNHILD LAUVENG: TOMORROW I WAS ALWAYS A LION (I MORGEN VAR JEG ALLTID EN LØVE) | Psychology | Cappelen Damm | 199 pages | 2005
Arrnhild Lauveng spent ten years in secure ward suffering from schizophrenia. She was deeply psychotic, 
self destructive and broke glasses and plates to cut herself with the shards.

In this book, the author takes the reader into a world of voices and hallusinations, where she is chased by hordes of rats, and packs of wolves with yellow eyes and slavering jaws snap at her heels. We learn to understand that these illusions have their own logic and how they can be interpreted - and the author`s interpretations are like solutions to small crime mysteries.

This is the powerful story of her journey back to reality, a victory that only a handful believe is possible and that sadly is seldom achieved.

Cappelen Damm Agency: rights@cappelen.no | www.cappelendamm.no 
So far sold to: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Germany, the Netherlands, Russia, Sweden, Poland, Spain
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	INGAR SLETTEN KOLLOEN: HAMSUN. DREAMER AND CONQUEROR  (HAMSUN. SVERMER 
OG EROBRER) | Biography | Gyldendal | 450 pages | omnibus edition 2009 (original volumes publ. 2003/04)

Ingar Sletten Kolloen's biography of Knut Hamsun has been a tremendous success in Norway, and he has now adapted his great work on Hamsun for the international market. This is the biography of one of the greatest authors in the history of literature, an extraordinary love story and family drama - the price of living in the shadow of Hamsun's genius was high. It is not least an insightful account of the Hamsun family's road to Nazism. During WW II, the consequences of Hamsun's reactionary attitudes were to be dramatic for the writer and his family.

Hagen Agency by Eirin Hagen: hagency@online.no | www.hagenagency.no
So far sold to: Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Latvia, Russia, Spain, UK/USA
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	LARS FR. SVENDSEN: FASHION. A PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAY (MOTE. ET FILOSOFISK ESSAY) 
| Philosophy | Universitetsforlaget | 188 pages | 2004
The main focus of this book is on fashionable dress, but the importance of transient fashions in arts, politics and philosophy is also discussed. An important concern for the authors is a clarification of how fashion, modernity and human identity are related. The development of fashion as a historical phenomenon demonstrates a main feature of modernity, namely the break with tradition. Everyone interested in fashion, art, history, aesthetics and philosophy will find Fashion a fascinating book. 

Aschehoug Agency: epost@aschehougagency.no | www.aschehougagency.no
So far sold to: Brazil, China, Croatia, Italy, the Netherlands, Serbia, Sweden, UK
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	KJARTAN FLØGSTAD: THE PYRAMID. PORTRAIT OF AN ABANDONED UTOPIA (PYRAMIDEN. PORTRETT AV EN FORLATEN UTOPI) | Documentary | Spartacus | 188 pages | 2007 

In 1998 all the inhabitants left the small Russian mining town Pyramid on Spitsbergen. A complete city with a beautiful library, the world’s northernmost swimming pool, a dance theatre, a hospital, a newly refurnished hotel and school was left behind in the arctic cold. Since the abandonment of the state-owned Soviet company Arctikugol Trust, things remain exactly as they were left - it seems as if the people could just return to resume work.
Kjartan Fløgstad visited this "ghost town" at the inner end of the Billefjord. The Pyramid is an account of a journey to one of the most inaccessible places of the world and archaeology of a lost sense of community. The author regards the mining villages a sociological and political experiment. 

Hagen Agency by Eirin Hagen: hagency@online.no | www.hagenagency.no
So far sold to: France, Spain, Russia
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	THOR GOTAAS: RUNNING. A WORLD HISTORY (LØPING. EN VERDENSHISTORIE) 
| Cultural history | Gyldendal | 300 pages | 2008 
An original, funny, and almost improbable world history. Why do people run? Four millennia ago in Mesopotamia, King Shulgi ran from Nippur to Ur to take part in a religious festival. In ancient Egypt, the pharaoh had to run to prove his vitality and to hold on to power. Norwegian Vikings exercised by running races against animals. And then there are the little-known naked runs, whore runs, endurance tests at bars, backward runs, monk runs, snowshoe runs, and the Inca Empire's ingenious infrastructure of professional runners. Thor Gotaas shows us what running, in all its remarkable diversity, is and has been for mankind. 

Hagen Agency by Eirin Hagen: hagency@online.no | www.hagenagency.no
So far sold to: Russia, UK, Sweden, The Netherlands
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	HENRIK SVENSEN: THE END IS NIGH. A HUMAN HISTORY OF NATURAL DISTASTERS
 (ENDEN ER NÆR) | Popular science | Aschehoug  | 280 pages  | 2006
Millions of people have died in natural disasters. Cities have fallen into ruins, societies collapsed. 
Henrik Svensen takes us along on a journey through a number of substantial and minor natural disasters since the beginning of time. This book contains numerous gripping stories and individual destinies. We always ask ourselves the same questions when disaster hits us: Why did this strike us, and not someone else? Does the cause lie in the unruly natural forces, or is it God who punishes us for our sins? Or are disasters caused by our abuse of environment? Why are we so vulnerable? 

"Faced with its catalogue of plagues, fires, earthquakes and tsunamis, one can only hope that The End Is Nigh proves an inaccurate title. But Henrik Svensen's fascinating book (…) is more than a catalogue of catastrophes."
The Independent 

Aschehoug Agency: epost@aschehougagency.no | www.aschehougagency.no
So far sold to: Italy, UK
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